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South Africa’s AGOA Exports Surge Ahead

Exports to the US from South Africa have increased by nearly 40 percent from
1999 to 2001. For January to December 2001, South African exports to the U.
S. were $4.429 billion. This is an increase of $225 million from the exports of
$4.204 billion recorded during 2000 and the $3.195 billion exported to the U.S.
during 1999.

During 2001, South Africa exported $923 million in products covered under the
African Growth and Opportunities Act (AGOA), $417.3 million of which were
products on the list of the 1,834 "new" duty-free items. The AGOA exports
made up 21 percent of South Africa’s total exports to the U.S. in 2001.

When one compares South Africa’s January 2001 AGOA exports of $64.3 mil-
lion to January 2002 exports of $129 million, the increase is a staggering 101
percentl AGOA exports for January 2002 made up 34 percent of the total
month's exports to the U.S. from South Africa.

To learn more about AGOA, visit http://www.agoa.gov

U.S. Franchising Connects Virtually to Johannesburg

Hot on the heels of U.S. Commercial Service’s very successful event held in Cape
Town, comes the U.S. Franchise Virtual Matchmaker, Johannesburg, to be held on
May 9" at the Sandton Convention Center.

The days when franchising was commonly associated with burgers and fries are long
gone. Franchising is gaining increasing popularity in a wide variety of sectors. The
International Franchise Association estimates that there are 1,500 franchise compa-
nies in the U.S. doing business through more than 320,000 retail units -- and the fig-
ures are growing.

South Africa has also recognized the virtues of franchising, including easy accessibil-
ity, a proven business concept, skills transfer and a real opportunity for economic em-
powerment. During 2000, franchising generated almost R60 billion in turnover in
South Africa and there are around 350 franchises on the ground today. The trend is
growing at a robust rate — an annual 29% for the past five years.

The U.S. Franchise Virtual Matchmaker will be held in conjunction with the Interna-
tional Franchise Expo and the World Franchise Congress. The event, using mod-
ern digital technology, will facilitate interaction between US franchisors and an audi-
ence interested in innovative franchise concepts not yet on the local market. To date,
participating US franchisors include Cinnabon (www.cinnabon.com), Candy Bouquet
(www.candybouquet.com) and Tiffany Marble Mold (www.tiffanymarble.com).

To find out more about this exciting business opportunity and how you can participate,
contact Thamie Lefakane on: 011-778 4807 or thamie.lefakane@mail.doc.gov
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Address change? Know someone who
would like to receive Commercial News
USA and Commercial News Flash USA?
Contact us at Fax 021 421-4269 or email
jaisvir.sewpaul@mail.doc.gov

Where’s the US Commercial Service
Office in Durban?

We've moved! Please note our new contact information
for Durban:

US Commercial Service Phone: +27 31 305 7600
Old Mutual Building Fax: +27 31 305 7610
30th Floor durban.office.box@mail.doc.gov

303 West Street
Durban, 4001

ONLY MAGIC CAN ALLOW YOU TO...
TOUR THE ENTIRE FASHION WORLD
IN JUST FOUR DAYSI!I

August 26-29, 2002

Las Vegas, Nevada

The US Commercial Service is recruiting an s agic INTERNATIONAL
International Buyer Delegation to The Magic THE BusiNESS 0F FatHiON
Marketplace — The premier meeting point of the Fashion Industry that
attracts 100 000 attendees and buyers from all 50 U.S. states and 110
countries who are looking for new, exciting resources. 93% of all atten-
dees find new suppliers at the exhibition — a perfect platform to derive
the resources to benefit from the African Growth and Opportunities Act
(AGOA).

Don’t miss this great opportunity to view the 3 200 exhibits, 5 500
brands, 21 000 product lines. Register now as an official international
delegate and enjoy our numerous VIP & value-added services:
Contact: Jaisvir Sewpaul, (Tel) 021 421 4280 x2227 or jaisvir.
sewpaul@mail.doc.gov
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Trade Opportunities

A South Carolina based company specializing in the manufacture and
distribution of fiber optic products for communications systems is inter-
ested in establishing relationships with South African companies. For
more information on this trade opportunity, please contact Abigail Ellary,
Commercial Specialist, U.S Commercial Service, Durban, Tel 031 305
7600 ext 103 Fax 031 305 7610 email abby.ellary@mail.doc.gov

Gain on-line access to US companies looking for agents, distributors
and business partners. Join BuyUSA now!. It's FREE. Register at
http://www.buyusa.com
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